
Louisiana’s Special School District announces LSD Director Finalists 

Community input to be a part of the selection process 

 

BATON ROUGE, MARCH 30, 2020 - Louisiana’s School Special District, in conjunction 

with Innivee Strategies is pleased to announce the two finalists for Louisiana School for the Deaf 

(LSD) Director - Ann Curry, M.Ed and Dr. Heather Laine, Ed.D. Bios of each candidate, along 

with interviews conducted by Mr. Shane Feldman of Innivee Strategies, are available for 

interested stakeholders to preview on the Innivee Strategies web page. In an answer to our new 

normal, we are using technology to continue the forward progress of this process and to insure 

that all voices are heard. The community is invited to participate in the selection process by 

watching each candidate’s presentation and completing a survey that will serve as vital input for 

the system’s continuing evaluation of the finalists. Click on 

https://forms.gle/xAkNfwpZjvsLzM4U9 to access the survey.  

 

Click on each name to watch their interview on YouTube. For braille users, the videos are 

accessible via transcript at Innivee Strategies. 

 

Ann Curry brings over twenty years of personal and professional experience to the role as 

Director. Ann has worn many hats in her career in deaf education, working as a freelance 

interpreter, collaborating with families as an early intervention provider and as a teacher of the 

deaf for pre-k through secondary education.  

 

Dr. Heather Laine began her career as a teacher of the Deaf in 1999 with Los Angeles County 

Office of Education in California. This year marks her 20th year in the field of Deaf education. 

Her passion for her students in all of the years she has taught and worked with is to empower 

them with tools they can use to succeed out in the world. 

 

“The successful candidate will be the one who demonstrates the highest level of understanding, 

compassion, and innovative thinking that will be used to serve the unique needs of our students,” 

confirms Ernest E. Garrett III, Superintendent of Louisiana’s special School District. “This has 

been a very extensive process and we are looking forward to outstanding results.” 

 

The mission of Louisiana School for the Deaf (LSD), which sits on the campus of Louisiana’s 

Special School District, is to maximize the whole-person potential of each student. LSD is also 

committed to serve as an exemplary resource in the education of deaf and hard of hearing 

students. The school system launched the search for the LSD Director on October 21, 2019, and 

a nationwide, aggressive search for the director yielded hundreds of recommendations. 

 

For more information, contact Shane Feldman at innivee.com/contact. 
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